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Hello AEA Students, Families, and Staff,

We look forward to seeing students and parents very soon and cannot wait to have you all back with us! We
are hoping for a less stressful and less interrupted school year for 2021 - 2022.  Below you will find the latest
guidance for a safe return to school considering the pandemic and most recent trends.

AEA Safe Return to School Guidance  and other COVID Related Items:

Virtual Learning: Due to recently released rules by the Ohio Department of Education, AEA will not have a
virtual learning component this year unless the Ohio Dept. of Education permits schools to function as we did
at the height of the pandemic last year.  The Ohio Department of Education has eliminated the option of hybrid
online learning and using in-person classroom teachers to offer remote learning activities.  We will be offering
full, in-person instruction this year.

COVID Mitigation Measures: We will maintain many of our protocols from last year to help reduce the spread
of COVID-19 and its variants.  These will include but may not be limited to:

Masking: All students, staff, and visitors will mask for a minimum of 6 weeks starting August 25, 2021 whether
vaccinated or not.  As we have learned from the data collected last year, we experience a spike in the
transmission, reporting of COVID positive cases, and hospitalizations 2 to 4 weeks after each “special” event.
(Halloween, Thanksgiving, Winter Holidays, Spring Break/Easter, the 4th of July, etc..)  We expect the same at
the start of school. With cases rising in connection with the delta variant, we feel masking at the start of the
year will keep more students and staff safe and operating normally.  This is based on recommendations from
the CDC, The Ohio Department of Health, and the Cuyahoga County Board of Health.

AEA will work closely with the Department of Health, Cuyahoga County Board of Health, and the
Governor’s Office to stay current on the need to mask or be able to unmask as the data is collected.
We re-evaluate our safety measures weekly and make adjustments as is recommended or necessary.

Social Distancing, Health Screenings, and other COVID practices: All campuses will continue to distance
3 - 6 ft in the buildings including classrooms, hallways, restrooms, and cafeterias.  Handwashing and sanitizing
will be enforced as it was last year.  High touch surfaces will be sanitized periodically throughout the day.
Morning health screening will continue.  Students who have fevers, sore throats, or experience a loss of taste
and/or smell should not come to school until well.

I do understand these are tough decisions and we do not make them lightly.  Many of our students are not at
the age of having access to a vaccine, and the current rules for schools are to either mask all or allow each
person regardless of vaccination status to choose independently what to do.  We have learned that we may
place a child or staff member at a higher risk if we don’t make our decisions based on the current data, past
lessons learned, and with the utmost safety for every child and staff member in mind.

When conditions allow and/or health and state agencies report the time is right to safely relax our protocols for
every student, we will do so.  Please inform your child’s principal or school secretary if you have concerns
regarding special health conditions.



Thank you for your continued support and please know how much we appreciate and miss your children and
you!

Sincerely,

Steven L. Grossman, M.Ed
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Superintendent
Phone (440)471-4982 Fax (440)617-6809
www.aeaohio.org

http://www.aeaohio.org/

