
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



David Alvarez, Spanish, North Olmsted Campus 

Good morning team,  I'm David Alvarez and I will be teaching Spanish this year. I 

have been teaching for five years -  3  in Cleveland and 2 in Washington, DC. I'm 

excited to start a new year and I'm also excited about collaborating with you . 

My wife and I do not have children but we would like to be parents in the 

future. However, we do have a 5 month old Bernese Mountain dog named 

Felicia that keeps us very busy. Felicia enjoys dog parks, treats, afternoon naps, 

and she is very serious about her breakfast in the morning. Needless to say, she has a lot of personality.  

I have a lot of interests like running  in the metroparks, paddle boarding, drawing, gardening, cleaning, 

and spending time with friends and family. I look forward to seeing you all soon. 

 

 

 

Kate Carson, Social Studies, Lakewood Campus: 

I am Kate Carson and I will be teaching social studies at the Lakewood campus. I'm 

so excited to get this year underway and I have my fingers crossed that we'll be back 

in school in some capacity this year! This will be my second year teaching. Last year, 

I was a permanent sub for the James A. Garfield Local School District. I gained a lot 

of experience through the past year and I am eager to continue to learn and grow 

with AEA. I graduated from The Ohio State University in 2016 with my bachelor's in 

communications. I then became a graduate assistant at The University of Akron and 

pursued my master's in social studies education and graduated in December of 2016. When I am not at 

school, I enjoy hiking, kayaking, yoga, and baking. I also teach yogaL Looking forward to meeting 

everyone! 

 

 

 

 

Matt Eibon, Science and Social Studies, Strongsville Campus: 

My name is Matt Eibon and I will be teaching 6-9 science and social studies at the 

Strongsville Campus.  This will be my first year of teaching, however I have spent 

the past five years working as a paraprofessional in an elementary and middle 

school.  I received my Bachelor's Degree from The Ohio State University, and 

attended Ashland University's Bachelor Plus program to obtain my teaching 

license.  While attending Ohio State, I met my wife Haile and we just celebrated 

our third anniversary together (but we've been together for eleven years now). 

We live in Avon at this time, but are in the process of building our new home in 

our hometown of Amherst. In my spare time, I enjoy golfing, grilling, and working outside on our 

property. Together we enjoy spending time with our friends and family, going on bike rides, and going 

on hikes. I am very excited to join the AEA team, and I look forward to meeting everyone soon!  

 

 

 



 

Steve Grossman, Coordinator of Employee Engagement, (human resources, Central 

Office): 

My name is Steve Grossman and I am the Coordinator of Employee Engagement and 

handle human resources tasks for Albert Einstein Academy Ohio.  I have enjoyed 

being an educator for thirty one years and prior to coming to AEA, a building level 

administrator in three wonderful districts in Pennsylvania and Ohio.   I am married 

with four children ranging in age from teenagers to their late twenties. Away from 

the office, spending time with family is my favorite activity.   I also enjoy golf, fishing 

(especially fly fishing), and visiting with friends and neighbors.  

 

 

 

 

Mike Hornyak, Art, North Olmsted Campus: 

Hello AEA community my name is Michael Hornyak.  I will be teaching Visual Arts at 

the North Olmsted Campus. I am a working artist and teacher who has returned to 

NE Ohio after living in California for the last 21 years. I am looking forward to 

experiencing life in Ohio and serving a community that has been a strong influence 

during my childhood. I miss the rain, the green trees, the seasons, (except for the 

muggy summer days) and most of all, growing up on the Cuyahoga River. I received 

my BFA from West Virginia University, my MFA from Illinois State University, and 

my single subject teaching credential from California State University Northridge. Prior to teaching high 

school I taught Printmaking at the Art Academy University in San Francisco, as well as managing the 

schools four galleries. I was employed as an art handler/technician at the Museum of Modern Art in Los 

Angeles and volunteered as a school docent for the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.  I am excited to 

meet everyone. 

 

 

 

 

Logan Jarvis, Mathematics Teacher, North Olmsted Campus: 

My name is Logan Jarvis and I will be the high school Mathematics teacher for the 

North Olmsted Campus. I graduated in 2018 from Kent State University and this 

will be my first year teaching! I am excited to start my career off with all of you and 

am looking forward to meeting you in person. Some things that I enjoy doing in my 

spare time are travelling, hiking, playing video games, watching movies and 

(formerly) going to concerts. I enjoy these activities most when shared with friends 

and family. I am currently living in the small town of Homeworth, Ohio and am 

looking to move closer to Cleveland next month. 

 

 

 



 

Mellody Kaiser, Mathematics Teacher, North Olmsted Campus: 

My name is Mellody Kaiser.  Most people call me Mell, or just Kaiser.  I won't 

correct you if you call me Melanie by mistake.  This will be my second year teaching 

middle school math.  Until covid shut me down, I have owned and operated a 

karate school for 12 years.  I miss my students and it appears I may not be able to 

reopen my school, so I'm ready to get back to teaching instead of eating so much. I 

graduated from Ashland University with my Bachelors in middle school education. 

Currently I am working on my Masters degree in Learning and Technology with 

WGU.  

With no summer karate camps, I have been spending time tearing down a shed and 

cutting down trees in hopes of putting up a new shed and pavilion.  I was sunburnt,  nearly amputated a 

finger, attacked and stung  by a swarm of wasps, and had poison ivy specks all over.  I seriously need 

school to start for the sake of my health!  Im looking forward to meeting everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 Jason Kish, Mathematics, Strongsville Campus: 
My name is Jason Kish and I am the new Middle and High School Math 
Teacher for Albert Einstein Academy in Strongsville.  I am a recent college 
graduate of Ohio University, and attended high school at Fairview.  This is my 
first year as an educator, and I look forward to working and learning with all 
of you.  Outside of school, I enjoy golfing, fishing, and parting bicycles to 
make a new one.  I also enjoy watching sports.  I am an avid Browns and 
Indians fan! Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions for 

me, or if any of you ever want to plan lessons together as this is going to be an odd start to our year.  
 

 

 

 

Kendra Lowry, Language Arts, North Olmsted Campus: 

Hello, my name is Kendra Lowry and I will be teaching high school English. I have 

been substitute teaching for the past 20 years, mostly with Willoughby-Eastlake 

Schools, but did not try to obtain a full-time position until a few years ago.  It's 

exciting to start a new chapter in life. My husband and I have two adult children. 

My son is married and serves in the U.S. Marine Corps.  My daughter just finished 

her Freshman year of college this past Spring; she is working on a Math Education 

degree through Bowling Green. I have a lot of interests, but here is the shortlist - 

gardening, baking/cooking, fishing, hiking...and more.  I look forward to meeting 

everyone and learning about you as well. 

 

 

 



 

 

Kaitlyn McClelland, Science Teacher, North Olmsted 

My name is Kaitlyn McClelland and I will be teaching 7th, 8th, and 9th grade science 

at the North Olmsted Campus. I have already met a lot of wonderful people in the 

two times I have been to the school and I cannot wait to meet more amazing 

colleagues. This will be my very first year teaching. I just graduated from Bowling 

Green State University this past spring (yes during covid which was not fun). My 

student teaching opportunity was at Fostoria Elementary School where I taught 6th 

grade math and science. Even during the pandemic I was still doing student 

teaching online for about 4-5 hours each day which was very different, but I liked 

being able to help my students excel even from a distance. I am originally from Brunswick, Ohio and will 

be living back at home this year with my parents, my sister, and our three dogs.  When I’m not at school 

or at home grading papers I like to hangout with my friends and family. I also like to crush my boyfriend 

at mini golf whenever he challenges me (which is a lot). A few other hobbies of mine are reading, 

drawing, and singing. I am excited to start my journey in my teaching career at AEA and cannot wait to 

meet the rest of you.  

 

 

 

 

Halle McPherson, Art, Strongsville Campus: 
My name is Halle McPherson and I am the K-9 Visual Art Teacher for 

Strongsville, Ohio, Albert Einstein Academy. I am a recent graduate from 

Baldwin Wallace University, with a degree in K-12 Art Education, entering my 

first year of teaching! Also, I have home roots in Strongsville, the town in which I 

grew up in. I’m excited to come back as a teacher for younger generations in the 

area!  I am a newlywed, with no kids yet (besides our cats and dog). We will be 

celebrating our 1-year Anniversary this November!  My summer has consisted 

of home improvements projects, but as an artist, I enjoy this kind of work. I’m 

eager to get back to work, and start my first year of teaching at Albert Einstein Academy!  

 

 

 

 

 Breanna Meyers, Intervention Specialist, Lakewood Campus: 
Hi everyone!  I earned my Bachelor of Science in Education from Ashland University 

and  recently worked at Vermilion High School.  I enjoyed  working at Camp IDEAS 

and co-teaching  with the general education teachers at Vermilion.  I am  excited to 

be a part of AEA and look  forward to working with the staff at the Lakewood 

Campus.  

 

 



 

Jennifer O’Dell, Elementary Teacher, North Olmsted Campus: 

Hello!  My name is Jennifer O'Dell and I will be teaching 5th grade at the North 

Olmsted campus.  I earned my Bachelor's in Education (1-8), from Baldwin 

Wallace and my Master's in Curriculum and Instruction from Cleveland State. I 

taught 15 years in Maple Heights as a 5th grade teacher and  4th grade teacher. 

My family participated in what we call the "Southern Experiment" and I taught 

4th and 5th grade in Raleigh, North Carolina for the last two years.  We are back 

in Ohio, where we belong, and I'm excited to continue my teaching career. My 

family lives in Olmsted Falls where I  just celebrated my 15th wedding anniversary 

and I have an 8 year old named Max. We do a lot of family things in our free time which includes 

watching our little guy play his two favorite sports, basketball and baseball. We like to travel as often as 

possible, and I truly appreciate when I can sneak in some reading in my free time. I am looking forward 

to meeting some wonderful new people at AEA! 

 

 

 

 

Sherry Poe, Counselor, North Olmsted Campus: 

My name is Sherry Poe and I'm excited to be the new School Counselor at the 

North Olmsted Campus. I spent the last year as a high school counselor at Indian 

Lake High School in Lewistown, Ohio. Before that, I received my Masters of 

Education in School Counseling from Cleveland State University and am eager to 

move back to the Cleveland area. Outside of work, I like reading, hiking and 

camping, and spending time with my friends and family.  

 

 

 

 

Samantha Wheeler, Elementary Teacher, North Olmsted Campus: 

I am Samantha Wheeler and I will be teaching 3rd Grade at the North Olmsted 

Campus. I am excited to start and meet everyone in person. This will be my 4th 

year teaching. I have taught 3rd grade math and social studies, title 1 math K-3 

and this past school year I taught 1st grade. I have enjoyed getting the chance to 

teach different subjects and grades, because I have really learned a lot! I have a 5 

year old boy named Jayden. I graduated in 2016 from Ashland University with my 

bachelors degree in Early Childhood Education. When I am not at school or doing 

school work, I love spending time with my son and just hanging out with 

friends/family.  I am excited to learn and grow as an educator with AEA.  

 

 

 

 



 

Carly Willis, School Counselor, Lakewood Campus: 

My name is Carly Willis and I am the new school counselor at the Lakewood 

Campus.   Prior to coming to AEA, I worked as a mental/behavioral health 

therapist at a foster care agency providing services to kiddos ages 3-17 years 

old. In May, I graduated with my Masters in School Counseling and am so 

excited to start my career as a school counselor providing academic, 

social/emotional and career support to students! I recently moved to Cleveland 

and am excited to explore the area. In my free time, I love to be outdoors and 

spend time with     friends and family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


