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July 2020 

Dear AEA Families and Students, 

This communication contains important dates and information. Please read carefully. 

The Governor has directed students back to school. All AEA students will be back to school 5 days a week. In addition, 
there will be an at home remote learning option for those families who choose not to send their children back to 
school for health or safety reasons. There will be NO hybrid (home and school learning model) offered. This decision is 
in line with our survey data (see below). Please note that while we are preparing to come back to school in person five 
days a week, the Governor can issue a stay at home order and close school facilities at any time, putting us back into a 
remote learning environment. 

AEA Parent Survey Results: 

1. Approximately 43% indicate a preference for a full return to school. Comfort levels vary from no concerns to 
some concerns. 

2. Approximately 17% would voluntarily continue with remote online learning 

On July 2, Governor DeWine provided the reopening of school guidelines to all Ohio school districts. The guidelines were 
crafted with input from the Department of Health, The Center for Disease Control, American Academy of Pediatrics, 
parents, educators, professional education organizations and the Ohio Department of Education. We consider these 
guidelines as best practice mandates and must be followed.  

The Governor’s Guidelines: 

To bring students back to school the Governor has said that we “must” comply with the health and safety guidelines: 

 Generally, the guidelines direct us to do the following: 
o Maintain 6 feet distancing protocols 
o Regularly clean classrooms, desks, furniture, equipment, spaces etc. 
o Practice regular hand washing 
o Develop and implement a “face mask” policy to be implemented in all schools 
o Adhere to mass gathering guidelines 
o Strictly limit visitors including parents 
o Adhere to classroom, hallway, gym, cafeteria, playground, and office protocols 
o Adhere to stay at home guidelines if staff and students are demonstrating signs of illness 

 



 

 

 Reopening of School 
o A full return to school 5 days a week requires us to make the following modifications to meet the health 

and safety guidelines and protocols: 
 Limitations on student movement in the buildings 
 Students and staff PPE requirements and policies 
 Adjustments to instructional schedules 
 Adjustments to lunch schedules 
 Adjustments to cleaning schedules 
 Adjustments to recess schedules 

 
 The remote learning from home option is for those not comfortable sending their children back to school due to 

health and safety reasons. 
o More information for those who want the remote learning from home option will be sent to all families 

on Friday July 24, 2020. 
o This option will require a commitment for one full semester so that we can plan for appropriate staffing. 

 This option requires parents to sign a program selection contract indicating their participation 
by 8-1-2020.  This option will not be available to current AEA students after that date. 

 Remote Learning selection forms will be sent to all families on Friday July 24 and will be due 
back Friday July 31. Forms should be returned/scanned to kristen.thomas@aeaohio.org . 

o There will be NO hybrid, home and school learning option offered. 

Transition Back to School Week: August 17-21 

 Our 2020-21 school calendar will remain the same. However, August 26, 27 and 28 will be a Transition Back to 
School Days.  The purpose of this week is to get students and staff back as safely a possible while getting them 
acclimated to new routines and mandated safety protocols.  

o The following grade levels will return to school on these specific dates: 
 August 26- Phase in Grades 6, 7 and 8 only 
 August 27- Phase in Grades 9,10,11 and 12 only 
 August 28- Phase in Grades K, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 
 August 31- School opens for all students K-12 

I ask for your continued patience and support as we plan for the dozens of needed adjustments to prepare for the safe 
return to school in August. The routines will no doubt be different. But, the quality of our relationships with your 
children and the quality of instruction will not change 

Sincerely, 

 

Bruce W. Thomas, Ed.D. 
Pronouns: He/Him/His 
Superintendent of Schools 
www.aeaohio.org 
 

Administrative Offices located at 25000 Country Club, Suite 135, North Olmsted, Ohio 44070 

Our Schools continue to grow by referrals from our current families and students.  Thank you for recommending AEA. 

This message and any response to it is being archived and may constitute a public record, and therefore may be available upon request (ORC 149.43) 


